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As has been reported, Wanderlust’s licensee for Australia and New Zealand, a company called Yoga 
Events Australia New Zealand, Ltd. (“YEANZ”), recently filed for insolvency under New Zealand law. 
By way of background, YEANZ was founded in 2013 with the mission of bringing Wanderlust to the 
yoga community in ANZ. Since 2013, it produced a series of wonderful, and well-attended, Wanderlust 
events in eight cities and three resorts, including Taupo, Sunshine Coast and Thredbo. It’s because 
of this success that we were so shocked and distressed to hear of YEANZ’s insolvency. We are 
YEANZ’s biggest third-party creditor, so this insolvency affects us very directly – but it is even worse 
to hear that many suppliers, employees and teachers have been hurt in Wanderlust’s name. 
 
We at Wanderlust USA have never been faced with the insolvency of a licensee before, and we’ve 
been scrambling for the last two weeks to understand the scope of the situation and evaluate who has 
been hurt by the insolvency. We’ve been particularly focused on finding a partner to carry on with 
Wanderlust Great Lake Taupo (March 8 – 11, 2018).  We have spoken to more than six different 
potential partners in ANZ, as well as teachers, sponsors, governmental officials, and suppliers.  We 
found lots of love for our events, and almost universal desire to see them continue. Unfortunately, 
given the very short timeline and financial challenges caused by YEANZ’s insolvency, we could not 
find a partner who is willing to produce the Taupo festival. We therefore regretfully announce the 
cancellation of Wanderlust Great Lake Taupo 2018.  
 
Though any proceeds from the sale of Taupo tickets are already lost in YEANZ’s insolvency, we will 
not allow further harm to our guests or our reputation. Wanderlust USA has committed to funding the 
full refund of all Wanderlust Great Lake Taupo event tickets purchased to date. All Taupo 
ticketholders can expect a full refund within the next two weeks. 
 
We hope this refund minimizes any loss to our Taupo guests, but we recognize that there are many 
others who have suffered financial losses and we see a moral obligation to help. Our next step will be 
to find reliable new partners to produce the upcoming Wanderlust 108 events in Australia and New 
Zealand. We and our new partners will then prioritize the hiring of the suppliers, teachers and staff 
who were not paid for their work at Sunshine Coast. While we cannot promise full recovery of all 
losses, over time we are confident we can make this right.   
 
From inception, Wanderlust has been a purpose-driven company with the mission of helping our 
guests live a healthy and inspired life – helping them to find their true north, in our parlance.  We are 
deeply sorry for any losses suffered in our name, and also are deeply grateful for the outpouring of 
support from those who have been positively touched by Wanderlust over the years. We will be back. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

 
Sean Hoess, CEO 
Wanderlust Festival, LLC 


